
 
 
 
 

IPSWICH & DISTRICT GROUP OF THE RAMBLERS’ ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Minutes of the AGM held on 8th November 2017 at the Belstead Village Hall 

1. Opening of  the Meeting  by the Chair 

Isla Clough welcomed everyone to the meeting. There were 44 members in attendance;    
         

2. Apologies 
       Apologies were received from Sheila and Norman Hammond, Ann and Paul Buckles, 
Gordon Tubbs, Amanda Todd, Val Duffel , Pauline Young, Keith Redfern 

3. Minutes of the previous AGM held on 2nd November 2016 
       Accepted as a true record.  Proposed by Ian Gosden and seconded by Owen Thurtle   . 
       All in favour. 

4. Matters arising from the Minutes 
      There were none 

5. Presentation  of the Annual Report 
Isla commenced by mentioning our new system of submitting walks on line. 
Also commenting on their being 396 members, but this was at variance with Ramblers official 
figures 
There were 107 walks over the past year. For further details of this report are available on the 
website. 
See Chairman’s Report on the Ipswich & District Ramblers website 

6. Presentation of Statement of Account 
Pene presented her report, first stating that the subscription that members paid is not received 
in full by our group, but allocated via Area Committee. Our costs will have been reduced 
considerably by reducing the postage and printing costs of the programmes. We are limited by 
the Charity Commission from holding too great a balance. The spreadsheet was presented and 
further details are available on request. 

7. Presentation of Footpath Committee Report 
Geoff Knight updated us on the Network rail proposals for footpath closures. Unfortunately 
the Essex Public Inquiry has been delayed until February, and this first one may set the tone 
for future decisions. Funds are needed to defend our Footpaths and Head Office pays these 
costs which are quite large. The Replacements footpaths offered are not satisfactory, leading 
to longer diversions. Many people will be affected other than ramblers, i.e. dog walkers, horse 
riders and the public at large. Trimley Parish Council has been active and 120 responses to the 
closures have been received for that Inquiry.  The Main Line Inquiry will be in February. 

8. Election of Honorary Chair and Officers 

      Chair: Isla Clough.  



      Secretary: Ian Dolby. 
      Treasurer: Pene Frost 
      Footpath Secretary: Geoff Knight 
       
      Membership Secretary: Angela Howes. 
      Webmaster: Keith Moxon 

Ian Dolby. Dave Munday and Angela Howes are standing down 
         
9. Election of Committee Members 

Election of Chairman. Isla Clough. Proposed Geoff Knight, Seconded Rob Young. 
Unanimous 
Election of Secretary. Jo Mann proposed Geoff Knight Seconded Rob Young 
Unanimous 
Election of Membership Secretary. Ann Buckles Proposed Pene Frost, Seconded Stuart 
Beauchamp.  
Unanimous 
Election to the Committee, Rob Young. Sandra Summers. Paul Buckles.  
Proposed Richard Wilkins. Seconded Ian Martin 
Unanimous. 

Keith is continuing as webmaster but relinquishing his role as Independent Examiner in 
favour of Dave Munday. 
Proposed Geoff Knights seconded Mary Knight 
Unanimous 

. 
10. Any other business.  

Jo Mann explained that a new secure system of distributing E mail called Mail Chimp is 
being rolled, out. Excessive e-mail drops will be avoided. 

Gareth Evans questioned the lack of a printed programme, possibly depriving many members 
of a hard copy .It was explained that the programme was available if required.  
Angela stated 200+ e mail addresses were on her records, which equates to well over half of 
membership. Also postage costs of over £90 were saved by using on- line programmes.  
Gareth asked what the savings from giving a printed programme to members would be used 
for. Pene Frost, Treasurer, replied the money will be used for a number of options as 
mentioned in the Chairman’s Report. 

Christmas lunch set for 4th January 2018,  
Holiday to be in June 18th to 22nd at Eastbourne 

The meeting was closed at 12.45 p.m. 


